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the administration and -.the gradual developments of self-
governing institutions with a view to the progressive realisa-
tion of responsible government in British India as an integral
part of the British Empire."
Mr. Churchill's Declaration
Mr. Winston Churchill spoke as follows in the Imperial
Conference in 1921 :
" We owed India that deep debt and we looked forward
confidently to the days when the Indian Government and
people would have assumed fully and completely their
Dominion Status."
Beginnings of Swaraj
Extract from the message from King George V, read out
by the Duke of Connaught in formally inaugurating the
Legislature of India on February 7, 1921 :
u For years, it may be for generations, patriotic ariti loyal
Indians have dreamed of Swaraj for thei* motherland. Today
you have beginnings of Swaraj within my Empire ; and
widest scope' and ample opportunity for progress to the
liberty whkh my other Dominions enjoy."
New Dominion
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, the Prime Minister, speaking on
July 2, 1-28, observed :                                   *
" I hope that within a period of months rather than years
there will be a new Dominion added to the Commonwealth
of our nations, a Dominion of another race, li Dominion
that will find self-respect as ,an equal within this Common-
wealth. I refer to India."
Lord Irwin's Statement (October 31, 1929)
Extract from  the statement  made on October 31, 1929,
outlining   the   plan of    a    Round    Table Conference, by
His   Excellency   the    Viceroy    (Lord    Irwin,     now    Lord
Halifax) :
** In view of the doubts which have been expressed both
in Great Britain and India regarding the interpretation to be
placed on the intentions of the British Government in enact-
ing the statute of 19i9, I am authorised on behalf of His
Majesty's Government to state clearly that in their judgment
it is implicit in the declaration of 1917 that the natural issue
of Indian constitutional progress, as therein contemplated, is
the attainment of Dominion Status."